
HOW TO APPROACH A PIECE OF GROS POINT 

ANALYTICAL SHEET OF INFORMATION 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

 

 
COLLECTION  
Musée des Tissus et des Arts Décoratifs de Lyon (Textile and Decorative Arts Museum in 
Lyon) 

Inventory number  
I 4153 

DIMENSIONS 
Height 

19 cm 
Width 

53,5 cm 

CONDITION 
Very good condition 

Yes 
Correct 
Stained 
Poor 
Very poor, torn 

 

Colour / tint   
Beige 
 

THREAD 
Material  

(If possible to analyze) 
 

Type of  twisting 
2 S twisting 



Diameter  
(If you have a stereoscope at your disposal) 
 

ENGRÊLURES  
Description 

A fragment of bobbin-made engrêlure can be seen in one of the angles. The rest is a 
needle-made edging. 

 

 
 

Origin: present on the original piece or added later 
Added later 

Observations 
 

EDGINGS / BORDERS 
Description 

Needle-made. Decorated with rings with 5 picots. Each ring is separated from the other 
by 2 picots. 

Origin: present on the original piece or added later 
Present on the original piece 

 
 

 
Observations 

The thread used to make the edging’s scallop was also used to sew the edging to the lace 
motifs. It is therefore possible to say that this is not a pre-fabricated edging, which would 
have been later added to the piece. This technique lets us think that the edging is 
contemporaneous with the rest of the lace piece. 
 



STRUCTURE 
 

EVEN PIECE OR RESULTING FROM THE SEWING-UP OF 

DIFFERENT ELEMENTS 
Two identical pieces of the same lace item have been assembled horizontally (the result 
gives the impression that there is a sort of symmetry around a central point). 
 

 
 

PRESENCE OF AXES OF SYMMETRY 
Presence of  an axis perpendicular to the selvedge 

No 
Presence of  a diagonal axis  

No 
Number of  axes within a pattern repeat 

- 
Observations 

- 

PATTERN REPEAT 
 

 
 

Size 
39,5 cm 

Quantity  
2 + 2/3 divided up into 1 + 1/3 for the lower part and 1+1/3 for the upper part 



Variations in identical motifs, from one pattern repeat to the other 
The fillings are roughly similar 
Variations in the decorations of the padded cordonnets 
 

        
 
Highlighted in green, on the left-side picture : PC.II.06 padded cordonnet 
    on the right-side picture: PC.II.1 0 padded cordonnet 
Highlighted in blue, on the left-side picture : PC.II.06 padded cordonnet 
            on the right-side picture: PC.II.1 padded cordonnet 
(Numeration for the padded cordonnets, see the online catalogue, http://www.ville-
retournac.fr/musee/francais/actualites/2008/news4/Catalogue_brodes.pdf) 
 

Variations in the working direction of  the buttonhole stitches in the toile 
of  identical motifs, from one pattern repeat to the other 

Yes, minor variations 
 

     
 
Observations 

 
 
 
 



DECORATIVE ELEMENTS, TECHNICAL ASPECTS  
 

FLOWERS 
Type 

Round-shaped 
The medium flowers are round-shaped 
 

 
 

Indented 
The large flowers are indented 
 

 
 

Very indented 
- 

Symmetrical / asymmetrical 
Symmetrical (Cf. the images above) 

Proportions 
All the flowers are symmetrical 
 

Observations 
 

Dimensions  
Large Flowers 

Height / width (in cm) : 5,4 x 5,3 ; 4,8 x 5,8 ; 5 x 5,7 ; 4,5 x 6 ; 4,6 x 4,7 ; 4,5 x 4,9 
Observations 

 



FOLIAGE SCROLLS 
Narrow or wide aspect 

Wide scrolls, which divide into narrow ones 
 

 
 

Volutes 
Yes, one volute in every pattern repeat 

 

 
 

Observations 
 

FIGURES 
 
Presence or not 

No 
Form 
Place 
Description 

 
 



BRIDES / BARS 
Quantity 

Frequent 
Description (apart from the ornamentation) 

Single 
Yes, for most of them 

Double 
Yes, but very few (only 14 in the whole lace piece) 

Ramified 
No 

Proportions 
Most of the brides / bars are single 

Place 
Predominantly situated between the flowers and the foliage scrolls 

Ornamentation : 
Type 

  
Brides : 
B.I.04  
B.I.09  
B.II.5  
B.II.6  
 
 
B.I.15  
B.I.19  
B.II.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See the online brides catalogue on http://www.ville-
retournac.fr/musee/francais/actualites/2008/news4/Catalogue_brides.pdf 

Systematic or not 
All the brides / bars are decorated 

Proportions 
Observations 

 
Presence of  new brides / bars, or of  brides / bars sewn onto the 
piece (fastened above the padded cordonnets) 

The brides / bars have been sewn onto the piece 
Observations  

 



EYELETS : 
Present on the original piece or added later 

Present on the original piece 
 

     
 

Ornamentation : 
Type 

Picots 
Diameter 

From 4 to 7 mm. 
Quantity in a pattern repeat 

28 
Place 

On most of the medium flowers, in the centre of some of the large flowers, and around 
the volutes on the scrolls  

Observations 
 
PICOTS :  

Type 
Venetian (scalloped) 

Place 
Scrolls on one side 

Yes, but rarely 
Scrolls on two sides 

Yes, often the case 

Brides / Bars 
Yes 

Eyelets 
Yes 

Padded cordonnets 
Yes 

Observations 
 
 



PORTES  
Yes  

Type 
Lined up 

 P.I.1 
Frequency 

Considerable: portes are systematically present on all the flowers, and are frequent on the 
wide scrolls 

Place 
Flowers 
Scrolls 

Observations 
 
FILLINGS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remplis : DF.VII.15 / DF.VI.0 / DF.VII.7 / DF.IV.3 / DF.II.1 

 
Observations 

 
 
 



RELATIONS BETWEEN TOILE AND FILLING 
Proportions of  toile and filling 

The lace piece is mostly composed of toile, even in the flowers. Fillings are present here 
and there. 

Transitions between toile zones and filling zones 
Interruption by a padded cordonnet 

Rarely 
Direct transition 

Yes, generally 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Highlighted in red: transition between toile and filling 
interrupted by a padded cordonnet 
Highlighted in blue: direct transition 

  
Observations 
 

PADDED CORDONNETS 
 

Description 
Low thickness 

Yes 
Medium thickness 

Yes 
Considerable relief 

Very few 
Shape 
Crescent-shaped 
With contours 
Without any contours 

Observations 
 

Finish 
Progressive 

Yes 
           Sudden, cut 
       Proportions 
All the padded cordonnets are finished off 

      Observations 
 



Ornamentations 
Decorated on one side 
Simple 

Yes, with rings and picots 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PC.II.01    PC.II.06 
 
 

Complex 
Ring with 3 picots; ring with 4 picots; ring with 6 picots; single rings alternating with 2 
concentric rings with 7 picots  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PC.II.15   PC.II.09 
 
 
 

Observations 

Decorated on two sides 
No 

Simple 
Complex 
Observations 

Place 
Scrolls 

Their padded cordonnets are not very thick 
       Flowers 

Their padded cordonnets have a medium and considerable relief. The padded cordonnets 
with a contour are mostly situated in the external part of the flowers 

Type  
Proportions  
Observations 

 
 
 
 
 



REFERENCES 
 

BIBLIOGRAPHY :  
(Mention only the publications about this piece) 
KRAATZ Anne, 1983. Dentelles au Musée des Tissus de Lyon. 
 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION :  
 
 
 
 
 
 


